CHALKERS Crossing from Hilltops has had another successful year at the Cowra Wine Show, which was wrapped up last week.

In a show that receives entries from many areas, currently considered to be ‘premier’ winemaking  regions in the country, that currently produce the most popular wines on the shelf, to even be considered is a great achievement.
Chalkers has taken out gold and the Kiola Trophy with their 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon, which was judged best of the show.

  They also won gold with their 2008 Dry Red Shiraz and awards for their 2008 Dry White Chardonnay, 2009 Dry White Sauvignon Blanc and their 2009 Dry White Riesling.

Winemaker from Chalkers Crossing, Celine Rousseau, said she was very pleased with the final outcome.

“I am really pleased with this, it is a very good because a gold also went to Ballinaclash,” said Ms Rousseau. “It is really good that the Hilltops region got two gold medals and a trophy.

“This was a regional wine show with about 3000 entries. It was held on a national level and this is a good result against entries from all over the country”.

“For me it is the culmination of the last few years work. Since 2003 we have presented at the Cowra Wine Show and we’ve had consistent prizes.

“Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz are the most competitive categories, along with Chardonnay, so this is a sign of the quality of grapes and the great work we do at the winery.
“Hilltops is winning internationally as well as regionally and that is also important for exporters.

“The quality has kept improving over the years.  We have been established since 1996 and we made our first vintage here in 2000.
“The vines are getting older and this is reflected in the quality of the wine being produced.

“I think, of the last 10 vintages, we have only had two bad years that were affected by drought, but we have very good soil, climate and vineyard site,” said Ms Rousseau.

Other winners from Hilltops included Ballinaclash Wines who won gold with their 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon and silver with their 2009 Shiraz.
Moppity Vineyards won three bronze medals for their 2009 Dry Red Shiraz, 2010 Dry White Riesling and  their bottle-fermented Sparkling Red. 
